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For many of you this will be the last free issus of the Bulletin. Everyone who even ex-
pressec an interest in Formuls Vee gets three free copies, in order to better acquaint

them with the Vees, and the Formula Vee Association.

If this is your third copy, and you

would like some more, and if you're not already a Member, you'll find an application form

around here somewhere.
out it.
sheet, but somehow it got out of control. I

Now that you've tried it, life will never be the same again with-
I don't know exactly what happsned to this issue.

It started out to be a single
hope you don't mind. Don

DIRECTOR!'S CORNER

The East makes some kind of history by
beating the West, and the season is over,
Formula Vee ends its first year as a recog-
nized Class, and it's been a good one—an
outstanding one. Let's look it over.

Just a little over a year ago Formula Vee
was a novelty, something new and somewhat
controversial, with a somewhat uncertain fu-
ture. Thanks to some very good publicity
and some influential godparents it was rec-
ognized by SCCA, and was off and running.

Somehow it caught nearly everyone's fancy
being not only a new design, but an entirely
new concept in racing—a cheap racing class,
and one that had to remain cheap. The amgz-
ing fact that Volkswagen components were the
nucleus of this race car provided a ready-
made fan club to start with, and it was easy
to add more fans.

And publicity! With one or two notable
exceptions, racing publications, automotive
magazines, magazines with no automotive back
grounds at all, and even newspapers, gavé
them the treatment usually reserved for a
new scientific breakthrough. Whether this
was a spontaneous jumping on the bandwagon
or & skilfully mansged campaign is not known
but it certainly had results\ The Vees grew
—and grew—and grew! In one— just one—
year they grew to the point of outnumbering
any of the other classes! What a triumphl

Perhaps we should stop right here, and
sit back and glost, and wait for a re-run
next year. On the other hand—

4s they say, the only trouble with kitt-
ens is that they grow into eats. Formula
Vee, too,has grown out of the cute stage.
The writers, both for and against, have run
out of new things to say, and even of new
ways to say the old things, and the new 3CCA
Formulas are beginning to get their attent-
ion. Inguiries here, sparked by the magazhe
articles, have dropped off econsiderably. ¥You
may have noticed that some of the original
~.r5 ynd owoers haven't been arcund Tately.~
18y grew=—and grew—and grew. Into eats.
From now on the Vess are on their own.
iblieity will bave to be esrmed, new owners
seruited, rules maintained, and the Class
romoted, all by Formula Vee itself., In
;her words, this is not the time to relax,.
ts time to start looking for our own mice.

If you think Formuls Vee can take cars of
sgelf now, sutomatically, or if you are co-
;ent to let someone else take care of it
ar you, don't act surprised or indignant if
i auddenly discover that your car, or even
1@ Class itself, 1s obsclete. Formula Jr.
idn't reach its preseant state because ever-
xme wanted it that way, bubt because a few
id, and “gveryone" let them have it. This

could happen to you. Things always change
because just a few psople work to change
them, while the people who are satisfied
with things the way they are don't work to
keep them that way, That's history, Son.

This Association—an organized group of
Vee owners—will wield a great deal of in-.
fluence on the futurs of Formula Vee, If
this group consists mainly of those seeking
change, that's what you will all get. On
the other hand, if a majority of the members
are in favor of maintaining the original
concept of the Class, it will be maintained.
It's as simple as that. The only way to be
sure the Association is speaking for you is
to be an Active Member. An ACTIVE Active
Member. And make sure that others who agree
with you becoms Actlve Members, too.

I'm goelng to make an exception and intro-
duce ome of our new members, who—
1. Is Secretary of the Northern California
Sportsuriters and Broadeasters, Ine.
Is Calendar Chairman for the Northern
Californis Sports Car Council.
Is Membership Chairman for the North Cal=-
ifornia Chapter of the Formula Racing
Association.
Writes a weakly "Wheselsport" column for
the Fremont News Register.
Racas & pink Formear.
A5 a bobby, pubs out a regular FV news-
letter to Vea owners of the Pacific
Coast. Meet— Harriett Gittingsl
Her very interesting and informative bul-
letin covers Vee racing in the 3.F. Bay area
mainly, but even if you live in Maime you'd
enjoy it. She mails it free, but says it is
getting to be a rather expensive hobby, so
if you'd like to be on her list, slip a few
bills in your letter to her at 37158 Blacow
Eoad, Fremont, Cal.

2,

3.

b,

5.
6.

FOR THE MAN WHO HAS EVERYTHING—
A FORMULA VEE

Did you knmow that the 4-D is now known as
the "Weeva®"? It has bean so christened by
International Competition Moters, Ltd., whe
ara the sole distributors for Auto Dynamics.




TRUE CONFESSIONS

Tt seems that the voting on rules changes
was too late to be very effective. I under-
stand that when the Competiticn Board meetsa
it is mainly to consider the recommendations
of the Car Classification Committes, which
has its meeting earlier, and to whom these
votes should have been sent. However, an
advance notice to SCCA of the topica to be
voted on may have had some effect. At least
the addition to Par. 1 was in line with our
recommsndations., Hers are the changes for

1965—

Par. 1 Delete "sedan, add "no components of
the engines or power-train may be altered,
modified or changed, nor be of other than
VW mapufacture, unless specifieally auth-
orizad."

Par. 3c Change to "Wheels shall be standard
15 inch as used on the VW 1192cc sedan.”

Par. 4k Add "Installation of baffles housed
completely within the original oil sump
and crankcase is permitted.®

Par. 5a Add "and the transposition of the
ring gear to provide proper axle rotation.
Not mueh epcouragement there for prodifi-

cation, is there? I feel we owe the Offici-

als of SCCA a vota of thanks and confidence.

DOUBLETALE ?

In view of last month's editorial, adve-
cating a "middle-ground", it may seem incon-
sistent that I also advocated the addition
to Par. 1 of the rules. If it does, you
missed the point. The rules are now so that
any objectionable practice is automatically
4l1legal. There is no guesstion about it. The
question now is "shall we permit 127

In line with the“middle-ground” approach
the Bulletin will print from time to time
such modifications as may be presumed not
objectionable, even though they may be tech-
nically illegal. As outlined in last months

ealtori4l™(4n wnilén only rdvoranisa comments
have been received so far) an
modification will be cconsidered one which
would have to be copied by others in order
t0 remain competitive—one that increases
the performance of a car 1llegally.

If there are objectiona to any of these
suggestions, 1t is hoped they will be made
immediately, so they can be published in the
next Bulletin. Before adopting any of them
it might be smart to wait and see how they
are accepted., Remember, putting it in the
Bulletin doesn't make 1t legal. And remem-
ber, too, there are stlll owners who do not
belong to the Asscciatlon and se do not nee—
assarily share our views, and who might pro-
test even the slightest infraction. SCCA
Wwill be reguested to accept such interpreta-
tions as are adopted without objection by
this Association, in order to remove any
doubt, but until they are sccepted, the pre-
sent rule is, of course, the last word.

Member or not, if you object to anythi
offered in this Bulletin, FLEASE DO IT HEE%L
As Gary Simmons says In hls letter, "a stan-
dard national interpretation of the Formula

Vee rules is lacking." Let's try to arrive
at ohe.

OIL FILTERS

Only one answer on the oll filtér questior
I ducked last month. James Saathoff, Henry,
I11., says it might affect the outcome of a
race by making the engine more reliable, but
he wouldn't oppose it on that ground. And
neither would I.

Before you all rush off to the nearest
oil filter emporium, though, let's consider
a couple of items—
1., If you are counting cn it for additional
cooling, the VW sngine comes equipped with -
very effective cocler, the cooling surface
of a filter is negligible, and the cooler
the oil the mors "drag" it has on an engine,
2. Volkswagen engines commonly go from 75000
to 100000 miles without a filter. You may
possibly drive your Vee as much as 1000 mil
a year. That's a lot of years.
3. It will add several pounds of welght.
4o It will subtract several dollars.

S0 go ahead, if you want to. I don't.

One thing we tend to forget, because we
are racing, is that one of these little en-
gines can hardly tell the difference, The
VW it came out of was probably driven wide
open all it's life, up hill and doun, (at
least it seems that way—every second car
which passes me is a VW) and without a tach
it was probably over-revved in the lower
gears so often it would maks you shudder.
It doesn't need babying, just because it's
in a race car. It doesn't need a bigger oil
pump, or more cooling, or a filter., It's
perfectly happy the way it is, doing it's
job, and enjoying it.

The baffles -now permitted in the crank-
case might be of benefit, however. It won'i
pump oil if the intake is uncovered. There
is apparently a problem there, though I hav
never run across it myself.

MORE FROM RIVERSIDE
Harriett Gittings' last bulletin included

"objecticnab®" g two-page letter from Gary Simmons, of Ful-
lerton, Cal., who was Chief of Vee Tech In-
spection at Riverside.
anymore, but some of his observaticns are.
For instance—

The race isn't news

The lst and 2nd-place carz from Conn,
were seversl seconds ahead of the 3rd and
5th place Fla, cars and the 4th place Minn,
car, who were zeveral seconds ahead of the
rast of the pack.

The rule cn exhaust pipes was bent nearly
a3 badly as some of the pipes.

", ..other rules governing englne and tra-
nsnission modifications could stand additi
nal clarification.®

",..a standard, natlional interpretation
of the Formuls Vee rules iz lacking.”

"...I'm of the opinion that the rules i
some cases are btaking quite a beating. I
believe it to be the desire of mest of the
interested in racing FV cars to maintain
this as a elass for the drivers of equal
equipment. We cannct allow the Class to d
gensrate into a battls of who can spend th
most money to win the most races. The pra
tice of rule clarification through race pm



RIVERSIDE (CONT.)

Ttesting 1s too arduous, costly and time con~
suming., Those who cheat gamble on these
three things being in their favor, and un-
fortunately they always are.”

"The front and rear wheels on most cars
were perpendicular and most had some type of
camber limiting device on the rear wheels.®

"The front ends, especially on the East~
ern cars, were very stiff.®

He goes on to recommend that numerous
tests be applied to every winning Vee, whet-
her protested or not, in lieu of a teardown.
Bxcept of the exhaust pipes, no specific
violations were mentioned, nor were details
of his testing proposal. I hope to have
siore on this next month,

By the way, Jim Miller, of Orangeburg, M.
Y., also has some ideas on testing, and I've
been developing a coupls, myself. Look for

something definite along this line by Sprimg.
If you have ideas along this line too, by
all means send them along.

The gasket you

Another good tip on the cutting-out prob-
lem. Ed Shantz, Ithaca, N.Y., says it can
be cured by bending the wertical leg of the
intake manifold to give the carburetor about
10 degrees slope to the xight. His theory,
which sounds logical, is that starvation is
caused, not by the float being kept in a
raised position, but by the outlet to the

jets, which is on the right side of the bowl,

EVERYONE'S GEITING IN THE ACT!

Foreign Car Guide, featuring Volkswagen,
is probably Formula Vee's best friend. Al-
most every issue has a feature about Vees,
plus many informative tips on the VW. If
you don't read it, you should. The January
issue features the new Crusader Vee, built
by Crusader Cars of Stockton, Cal. There's
a lot of dope on the car, but evidently, as
I have, they found that dope on the builder
is barder to get. I've been trying for th-
ree months to find out if their cars are for
sale, how much, etc., with no results. If
you want to try your luck, write Crusader
Cars, 2060 Portola Ave,, Stockton, Cal.

If that one doesn't suit you, how about
the Vanguard? Formula Vee should get a bit
of a boost in prestige from the fact that
one of the well known race car builders,
Jerry Mong of Bobsy Mark II fame, has also
entered the field of Vee manufacturers.
Built around a ladder-type frame, with a
semi-reclining seat, it is said to have a
lower center of gravity and better stream-
lining. The kit sells for $995. For more
details write Jerry Mong, Bobsy Division,
Medina, Ohio.

Don't go away! There's morel Curry-
Cameron Engineering is not only going to
manufacture cars, but make manufacturers out
of everyone. They will provide enthusiasts
with anything they want, from plans to a
complete car. If you want just plans, or
just tubing, or tubing cut to size ready to
weld, or already welded, or welded and fit-
ted to the body, or ready to drive, ask and
ye shall receive. I hoped to have more de-

- tails, but except that I have seen pictures

of the frame, and the price for frame, body,

‘and trailing arms, fitted, $550, that!s all

I have. If the body work is equal to the
chassis, it should be beautiful. More on it
next momth. In the meantime, write Curry-
Cameron Engineering, 7065 Blythe Ave.,
Highland, Cal.

YTour adhesive car emblems not only ident-

becoming uncovered by gas during right turns ify you as an Association Member—they also
and letting the jet suck air instead of gas. tell everyons that you know the rules and

Alarmed by w-I:Ligi.i temperatures in the gear=

have agreed to abide by them., That's what
they mean to you on the other fellow's car,

box? Due to 4-speed synchro-mesh, differen~ too, They also enable the spectators to

tial gears 1n the same box, etc., this type
tends to run a slight fever. However, ace-
ording to VW iIf it doesnl't sizzle when you
spit on it, it's OK.

distinguish the Vees from the Jumiors.
{Competition Press please note.) Arentt you
glad you have them? Don't you wish everyone
digd?

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN FORMULA VEE ASS'N.

HAME (Plncas; print ar W;;) — (| Snla-Gwﬂw [JPan Owner [ Not an Owner
ADDRESS SIGNATURE OF VOTING PARTNER THIS IS
. A GOOD
CITY, STATE NAME OF CTHER FARTNER PLACE TO
WISH I0U
MAKE OF CAR SER. NO. AACING NO. NAME OF OTHER FARTNER THE
AGE RACING EXPERIENCE gIT.EIEET
MARRIED? - RACING LICENSES CHRISTMASES
AND THE
CHILDREN OTHER RACING CLUES HAFPIEST CF
HEW YEARS
DCCUPATION CONNECTION WITH AUTC DEALERSHIF OR MANUFACTURER don

I have read and agres fto abide by. the Constitutfen and By-Laws, and hereby apply for membership

in the FORMULA VEE ASSN.

Enclosed—g10.00 for Active Membership [ 55.00 for Asmsocioie

SIGNATURE
[




Here is a condensation of a thres-page
letter, which to say the least is interest-
ing. I'1l reservs my ccmments till next
month, and I'd like to have yours, too.

It may lose a little in the cubting, but
I'1l try to retain the spirit as well as the
letter of it.-----

Dear Sir:

I hava just read your first twe Formula
Vee Bulletins. They are very interssting
and thought proveking.

Having participated in many Formula Vee
events, I have coms to these coneclusicns:

1. Pormula Vee has not fulfilled the origin-
al concept of cheap racing with full empha-
gis on the driver's ability!

2. Fornula Vee has drawn the most unsports-
man type of people, with this thenught in
mind: "I'¢ rather protest than race.!
3.Formula Vee rules are written in such a
way that any official can find something
wrong with any car.

The Milwaukes region has one of the fine-
est drivers in the country. He has been
protested at every event, callad a cheater,
ete, All the tear-downs have never confirm-
ed the name ecalling., The next event it stmts
all over agaln.

There aren't many Vee drivers who can
stand to be besten or passed. I was protaes-
ted by a guy when it was cbvious he couldn't
get by me any other way. What terrible med-
ification did he protest? Why illegal ex-
hsust pipes, of course.

The rules do not improve things much.

For instance, Sec. 4 gives Ne.s 111-100-021
and 113-100-025 for engines. I know of one
fellow who went to the junk yard and came.
home with a 211-100-021 or 211-100-025, not
knowing these are illegal engines. Why they
are not included is beyond me., They are
different only by carb jetting and distrib-
utor, and you are allowed to change these
anyhow.

I have witnessed on two occasions a ecar
disqualified for a 211-141-025 clutch press-
ure plate. I have cne in my- sedan. If we
are going to play race car, what is so wring
about trying to avoid burnad clutches? How
many have the roller type throw-out bearing?
Watch cutl A protester could hook you on
thatt

One rule I believe could have been con-
sidered could have read: "Any part whieh
carries a genuine VW part No., which does
not inerease displacement, which does not
require modifying or medifying any cther
part to maks it usable may be used.™

Thls would make it possible to use the
truck cluteh, the 1500 oil pump,l500 rocker
arms. This is supposed to be a racing car,
and racing is supposed to improve the breed.

Sec. 4b does nothing., It has no bearing
on the outcome of any event, and should have
been delseted.

What's wrong with tuned exhaust if you
want it? I ean buy 10' of conduit for $1.85
It makes fine exhaust pipe. This is certai-
nly cheap encugh.

What's wrong with a oil filter or cooler?
If your car can't bes made reliable you are
being forced to make unnecessary repalrs.
This is not economy racing.

What's wrong with an air scoop or ram
tube to make a comnection for your carburei-
or to the cool outside gir? Ii's Just more
stepping stones for the protestors by making
corny rules like that.

Why should there be any question about
ducting cool air to the epngine? SCCA just
released their news bulletin with a few more
dillies. It's legal to have a duct bub you -
can't attatch it to the engine (stupidl)
This means all formear owners will have to
find soms other fashion of securing the baf-
fle or be at the mercy of the protastors.

Having the carburstor back of the.engine
offers only one advantage. You can gel at
it easier. (Especilally iuto ﬂynamica?

The only way this class cam be lmproved
is to improve the rules and make the protest
fee ten times as high. And let!s congratu-
late the winner once in a while. Ninety-
nine times out of a hundred he deserves itl

I don't expect to see this letter in your
Bulletin, but it might provide scme discus-
sion when you heve to fill seme space.

Bernard Grundl, 3460 N. lst, Milwaukee

So thars, tool If that doesn't start
something, Formula Vee is deadl

To borrow a phrase from Harriett Gittings
Mee!'l ses you next yeari"



