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' - - DIRECTOR’S CORNER o
Thrs w111 certainly go down in-SCCA history as the Year of Rules! For the first

time, rules proposals have been aired as just that, and comments have been - solicited
before their adoption! - (For most of the classes at leasr)
response has been ‘overwhelming. -

proposals ‘piecemeal théy have come up with a completely new proposal for Production

toward the 1ncreas1ng1y sophrsrxcared modification whrc.h has become- characteristic of
that class;
N 1\\10 comments. were requested by SCCA on Formula' Vee tules, since they pro-
posed 'no radical changes for our class — and they probably knew - they would get them
-anyhow.  This would certinly appear to be the 10g1ca1 time for our presentarron of an
entirely new ‘rulé format: for Formula Vee,

a lot of response, mostly favorable but some, of course, definitely against some of the
proposalsi
.have, just to: give éveryone food for thought... .

" . *As soon as there'has been ample time for comment on rhrs last secuon——probably
with the June' issue—a. postcard ballot. covering only the controversial items will be sent

“whole! rhrng

‘And from all reports, ‘the
“The Racing Drivers' Club has followed our lead, and 1nsread of criticizing ¢he |

category rules. . Rather surprisingly, they tend toward Formula Vee concepts, rather than

So here’s the last installment of the proposed rules revision, There has been quite

Not all the favorable comments have been presented but the opposrng ones

to you: " The results of that ballot will determine the final warding to be presented to
'SCCA, -and: then you'll: have: anorher opporrunxry to ‘vote sunply “Yes” or “No” on'the |

If -you 'know of any. non-members who need a good excuse to. )om FVI, now is |
the time to get them signed ‘up. Anyone else is certainly free to send his opinions to |

SCCA independently, of course, but they would. probably be of more effect if mcluded as
part of our united effort, and we can always use more members o

;fCHEAP INSURANCE

If "yolits' happens to be- one of the cars .
running around without some kind of pro--

tection for ‘the shifter mechanism, just con-

* sider the results if you get biJ'_mped‘from be-
hind by some overeager draftee at 100 m.ph.
- If the shifter is only pushed into neutral, you
- could probably get your foot off the rhrortle

in..time .to, prevent. serious engine damage,

but: if - it “should ger pushed up: into - third -
- gear —. (We won't even think about first! ) .
. If your excuse is that your car is t00 near-
_ the maximum legal length to add on-a. nerf
bar, how about a large "washer” surrounding -
the shifter, flush with the end of it when in
fourth gear,. artached to rhe vrransrmssron‘

with- three struts?

: ENDORSEMENT :
Joe Leonard, 1971 USAC Champion, was

quoted at the: Calrforma 500 race as saying,

“I don't believe in midgets, and sprints . ..
In my opinion they're not-the preparation
for championship cats that many say they
are. I'think Formula Vees . .. which are
really built more along the lines of -cham-
plonship cars, would. be a better proving
ground for championship racing. There are

a lot of excellent drivers in Formula Vees:

who could step right in and do a good- job
on the Marlboro Championship Trail.”
. That boy’s been taking smart ‘pills!

- BACK' ISSUES

of the VeeLine, hang onto it. It may become
a collector’s item some day, worth, “perhaps,
almost as much as it cost you. There won't
be any more- complere sets of back issues—
we just can’t afford it -

- As time goes on we are running out- of
moré and more of out original stock, and are

.t the point where each month we have had
to get two or three issues reprinted. In min-

imum batches of 200, it costs 25¢ a-copy.

If we could sell 4l of them ar that price, we
would break even, except that by the time

they were sold out we would have had to get

another couple of dozen issues reprinted,
- which we would have to sell out completely

before” we could break even, and s0. on
and on.

So—from now on orders for complete sets
will be filled as completely as possible: and’
- the balance of the remittance will be refund- .

ed. (They’re 25¢ each, posrpard in case you
_didn’t know.) As of now, we're out.of Nos.
2,5, 33, and 45, and are runnrng shorr on

several other issiies..
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- Vee builders and tuners.

o " MEMBERS’ SOAPBOX .

“Dear Don—I don't remember anything
berng said ‘about emulsion tubes. Different
sizes are. offered, but I don't kriow which is
best, or how to find out.

‘There seemed to be 2 lot of trouble wrth
broken spindles and such things several years.
ago. ' Did your "Another Cure” in #39 get
to_the problem, or do these breakages still
occur?

“Mare D. Robertson, Madrson, Wisc”

Why did you bave to go and brmg up
emdlsion tubes? This is the firss vime the
subject has been mentioned in eight years!
I other words, I dow's know zm/ytbmg about
them, either. Any volumeers?. . -

Haven's heard. anything abous broken .

“ medle.r for a long timé, or wha people are

doing to eliminate them, if amything.

- vather suspect that heating them and tben,
rapidly cooling them (mentioned: in an ar-

ticle on’ steeting geomesry). may have hal
.rometbmg to do with the. problem, since
there seemed to- be more problems with the

' steering arms than with the stub: shafts.

“Dear Don—TI've been out of touch with

- Vee racing since last August, when I came

back to Greece, but have besn reading Auto-
week ads for milled manifolds for $50 to -

1. $75. In view of the fact that. there must be
If you have a_complete set of back issues

‘ither considerable expense of work to use
this manifold, and that the basic designis a
hinderance to ‘good gas flow and perform-
ance anyhow, I propose the following change

“in the rules: (1) Intake manifolds may be

free, and (2) either one or two standard
28mm carburetors may be used: This may
not be within: the spirit of the class, where
things are” intended 'to be “stock”; but a
chemically milled manifold is about 2s non-
stock an. item as you will find anywhere in

any class. e

Most Vee owners have spare parrs suchas
cdrbs, coming out their ears, or at the local
junk yard you could probably get one for a
couple’ of bucks. Manifolds could be fabri-
‘cated from any suitable tubing of any. desired
diameter and length.

'The benefits would be berrer performance
per dollar, tunability for various tracks by
using different manifold ‘lengths, probable
lower overall cost, and create stimulus to
I think this would
be ‘the kind of rule change which would
make all Vee drivers, builders, owners and
fans smile with dehght and would benefit
everyone in the class. '

J. T. Ulmer, Athens, Greece”

1 have to agrée with you that the milled

‘manifolds were a big mistake. We've found

out the bard way that it's not all that simple
(Continued on page 2)
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‘MEMBER'S SOAPBOX

(Continued from page 1).
to do # your:elf and as you say, the coms:
mercidly modified ones are expensives How-

ever, 1 don't feel, persondlly, that swo carbs

" would- be any better. Aside from the diffi-
culty, for the average owner; of tuming even
one carburetor correctly—mucb more o,
Lwo—anything which would raise: the oper-
ating tpm. range appreciably above what
we have mow would increase racing costs
simply by reducing the life of the engine. An

~engine which might go as much’ as 75000

* pidles in a VW, at normadl. speeds, inay go as
much as 1000 miles in a Vee between re-
builds, when run up to 5000 r.p.m. 1 haven't
had any good. dope on Super Vees recently,
bat a4 year or 5o ago they were lucky to run
a weekend with a 7000 r.p.m. redline. That
will give you some idea of what éven a mild
increase . engine speeds could cost youm.

"Dear Don—1I .recently..had. 1o.teplace a. .

bent intake valve, and as a result, arrived at a
valve grinding operation which was not ex-
actly as.recommended. I would like your
opmlon, please.

“The’ seat, guide, etc, appearﬂd in excel-

lenit condition so. that sendmg the head.to a
shop didn’t seem necessaty - ‘1 “simply
placed the new valve i the head .chucked
‘the stem in my drill, ran‘the’ drill, and pulled
~on the valve to seat it. I ran it for short dura-
“tion, never very fast, and lifred the valve off
the seat between runs.  The only ‘thing that
‘wasn't accomplished was rotatmg the valve
in both directions.
- "Is there anything obv1ously OF drasncally
wrong with this’ procedure? Ir's so'simple
that I wonder why it isn’t done all the time.
_ Hank Roddiger, St. Louis, Mo.”
' ”Sozmd: OK' from bere, prowded you
didn't overdo it: Valve grzmizng, to" restore
really damaged Seats and valves, if an obso-
lete practice, since the imtroduction of “bard
seas grinders” for the head, and “valve refac-
ers” for the valves. Normally, of the equip-
mient (and operaior) are fust class,a refaced
valve can be matéd 10 a regrommd seat with-
owt any further “grinding”. If any ar dll 'is
needed it will be only a few surns, probably
dll you had t0 do.

Any appreczable amount of grzmimg will
leave a groove in the seating surface of the
valve which tends to catch carbon particles
and stuff, which prevents seating, which
canses burning, which réquires another valve
job. The dternate direction of rotation pro-
vided by a conventional vave grinder min;-
mizes -the chance of paricles. of grinding
‘compound becoming embedded in the valve
face or sea, and custing grooves in the
other one. With today's hard seats that's not
as crivical as 3t was ‘when valves seared di-
rectly on the cast iron materidl of tbe bead.

“Dear Don—I believe there are many
existing overweight cars that have already
been considerably lighteried to bring them
close to the 825 Ib. min. Now 1o allow them
to be swiss-cheesed anothet 25 lbs. could
mean disaster. If driver "X lowers his cat’s
weight {0 800 Ibs. dnd then ‘sells it to driver

ot L D

‘of boxler plate 30 %15
“you suppose dne could bole this mass safely
on a Vee? For safety reasons alone, why not-

“Y” who wexghs 125 1bs., dnver Y™ has to

add.75 lbs. of ballast:::

at is equal to a piece

leave min. weight of car at 825 Ibs. and set
total weight (car and driver) at 975 lbs.
minimum?

© (2)-Den't you thmk the Other two seat

. angles should be included in the tulgs?- Andv

why not specxfy seat widths (.040” to .060”
intake, 060" 10 .080" exhaust)?. - ;: -

(4) Have you tried turnmg a hOt Vee
engine with a wrench on thie ‘generator pul-

ley?, What if you pick up some il on’the .

belt durmg a race? Perhaps this rule should
read, . ... with plugs removed,” .
]ohn Paget; Vancouver; British Columbxa
1 dow's think that weight bas any relasion-

ship-to safety: As Fve mentioned. before; we.
‘had Petunia (a Formcar yet) down to 800

lbs. once, before we got wround 1o weighing

‘ber, without sacrificing any ‘essentiadl paris.
‘On the other band, one well known make of
Vee [ of legal wengt) dmost éstablished a..
reputation. for. dropping the driver -on' the'
 track in the middle of a race before the strosc-
“turdl deficiency was corrected. No oné can

guarantee that dll Vees wonld siill be safe if

reduced 10 800 lps~bus no one can gmmmm
tee that for 825 Ib. cars, either.. . _
As to that 75 lbs..of ballast the proposal

refers only to “remiovable” hallast, such as

‘might be. preferable where:two drivers use

the same car. What would prevemt - driver

“Y* from instaling a jull-sized bassery, a
“heavier rear shifter guard, a “bumper” inside .
the nose, a roll cage, additional side members
“along the cockpit, or a number of other such

things in place of a single plate?” He cowld
even powr. melted lead in the frame tubes. 1
think most Vees have room- somewbheré in
the. cockpir for any addstiond plate be might

want to instdll. As to the safety of this added

weight, wouldw't the tord be the same as it
was when driver “X” was a_the wheel?

Yodr propésd for & 975716 otd weight
wouldn'’t do- anything for anjone weighing
over 150, which is below the average, al-
ready. I's the beavier drivers who need the
benefit. of weight equalization.

(2) The VW manuals show that drawing
of valve seats with fowr (count ‘em!) seat
angles, even though - only three aré -men-
tioned. However the later heads actudlly have
a straight bore, with only the 45 degree seas
ground in. As a practical matter, in order to
keep the:seat narrow, VW :bop practice is
to use the addivional zmgles as required, for
repasr jobs, and since they, are in all the man-
wdls  they.-have to be considered legdl for
Formula Vee. On the- other ‘hand, a STOCK
head has to be legdl, too. As to the widsh of
the seats, it-would be fanly easyto determine
if a seat were in-the middle of ‘the specified
range but; a5 4 Scrupineer, how would you
determine whether a-seat was 0060” wide, or
only 05977 Aside from: that; does it matter,
really, sirce valve resedring is mmetbmg ev-

<15 thick. Where.d6,

.eryone.has-to do, md tbere i na qaemon of
“expense involved?

(3): Like a“standard’’ camy: ”Jtandqrd”
ozl filter kit woud frss-have. to be: speczﬁezl
by SCCA (very-unlikely) and..then it:would
bave to be made .available to everyone It
would have to fi into every Vee, with %0 dl-
terations or variations, and probably-in some
specific location. The proposed wording lini-
its the size (1 qzmrt) and- eliminates cooling
capacity by requiring Yexzble bose: for com-

¢ “pections -and " specifying ‘no cooling. fins.
: (3) A ‘standard Vee oil filter kit sounds -
.'hke a great idea.

Within those limits, what can. go wrong?
A 4) There's no time lzmzt on turning the
engine -over, so you could do i slowly:and
dllow the compression 10 leak away. Remoy-
ing the spark plugs would accomplish the
same. purpose, of course, but ‘wouldw’t. you
rather do.it the easy way? Like a-lot of these

dtems, this was written with the:Scrutineer,

as well as the competitor, in mind. As for oil
‘on the-fart belsy 5 you loss that- mucks during

a-race you . shold bave been black- flagged
_ before you finished,. ¢f tbat blown pmon

didw't stop yom fast.

“Dear Don~Why not more - lthan three _
cells in the battery if the total voltage "isn’t
higher ‘than six? .I bought sorie :nickel-cad-

. mium cells for' $1 50 éach, Government sur-
-plus. Each cell is 1.2 volts and weighs 2 lbs.
Five of them in series makes up ‘a six:volt =~

battery, for. $7.50. Besides being cheap; they
are safe—sealed with ‘a rubber "0 ring and
plastxc screw, so if turned upside down they-
won't leak:: I hive. used them for two years,

_with very licde . charging;' and - they:: réally
-turn the engine over. They are in use on “five
 other Vees, with the sime  results.

Even if you use two Honda batterles in
parallel you ger six volts, but twice' the am
perage-for starting, with no-increase in-vole-

-age across the coil so no- performarxce ad-

vantage. .

1 think the.fan-belt. uhmg should really be

pushed. People are running loose belts' and

making up for it with rfam. air pxpes -etC.
The temperature goes up and engine relid-
bility goes down, and they. blow. If you want
to stay even sear thé'front you have o go
along with it,- but-you spend all- your:spare .
time rebuﬂdmg engines, and - up : goesthe
cost of racing, Ivshould be an'easy thing to
police if we can get it’in the GCR for next
” 1. think the claxmmg prxce is the great-
est! How about $950 for the - -complete en-
gine, less' the starter; but mcludmg the ex-
haust system. I

S Jeff Carhn Memtt Island; Fla

" I'see your point on batterze.f Jeff; but as
wsudl, this was brovght dbot because” of
someone. taking advmztage of loopholes. Up
until last year it was- “amy.six-volt basery”,
50. people, as you mentioned, were using
TWO -batteries; but with trick wiring lo in-
crease the coil voltage. With the change to
“amy SINGLE :six wolt battery” for this year,
they still relied on the ‘dictionary defimtion
of a bastery (“one or more cells operating
together a5 a sowrce of: direct curient”) to
confuse the scrutineer.. Unless: your: cells are
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clearly marked . 2 volt” i rcmtzneer would.

bave to be.armed. with - a voltmeter to- check

yos out,.ds he. would with -any other combi-
BAFLON of move-than 3 cells:  Again;: this

wording was:at Frank: Scbzdtbeu suggestion,.
as the result of . his: scrusineering, experience.
You've. put- the. reason for .the: fan-belt -

propoml better than.1 did. Anyone bave . any
z]ﬂertzom on it NOW? -+

~OK, we-have $950 for p clazmmg pme
Any more proposas?. -

“Dear: Don—After .I' slid. into a curb at

Austin, Texas, and bent.a wheel dnd drum,
I replaced both but found that when I trred
to- adjust -the brakes -the wheel wpuld turn
only half a: tumn... I loosened: it about. four
clicks. and. it would turn abour .70%:,. four
.more. dlicks.and it would turn about 90%,
and two. more: before it: would tugn . all the
way: around.:
1 remeved the whole drurn and axle t0 see

\rf theaxlewas. benm Tis wase't, Tichetked the
drum: to see- if- it was. machrned off center.
(It was,new.) That was OK.'T reassembled
thein and checked withia dial. mchcator Raun-

out: was. well within specs; bzt the condition.

wasstill. there: ‘I thought -of :the - possibility.

- of warping the drim. with ‘the lug nuts,so-
,,chec ed. those wrth a rorque wrench erll,,

ng Tuck.

-+ Now for the funny part——even wrth the'
brake loosened. that much, -hard high speed'

brakmg isstill. OK. The .condition .still_ ex-

| istsy and.it-is about to fun me up the walll

+ o George Dana, Orange Park, Fla”
We.;co'uered thiy. some time ago; but 1

members wouldnt bave: seen.-it, anybow

- Use of.a ben: w/aeel can. cause..an: 0ut- of :

rozmd condition in. & brake’ drum, but in or-.
* der 10: be as much-ds. you describé it. would

- bave to be obwomly otz of shape.-( When -
the wheel is drawn tzg/atly aganst the. drum,

mojt. of the. dm‘omon is taken out, of i, of
cogirse, bug .the. strdin “on the drum’ wzll
spring: that “a listle, to0. Only & coaple of

thonsandihs will rbow wp as 4. "/ngb rpot” -

wben tbe wheel: is-. tumed )

. In your case, the:tlue is. the “new. dmm
If your- old, drum was.worn. even & little’ bit
-oversize, the shoes. were. wornzin 1o fit it.

Their curvatisre wias of a. greater radius than
shat of the new drum. If you had laid one of

them inside the dmmj/ozz would have found
. tbat 1t riade comtact only at the ends..

When. the - wheel :( drum) is 1urned, as

5007 as. contact is made with. the: Zeadmg
edge of ‘the shoe it tries to d/mg it dong.
Since~ the: tmzlmg edge can’t move, this
.wedges.the shoe-into the. drum. until it DOES
mateh. thé curvature, With only a slight dif-
ference, such as you. apparently had, this
makes- turning the wheel by hand very diffi-

calt, but may mot- affect the braking appre- .

cmbly With a redlly great difference it can
cause-a wheel 1o lock up 1o the point where
only putting it in.reverse will loosen i,
-Any time you replace a drum, and keep
tloe origingl. shoes, be sureto check this ont,
Use .a slip of very thin paper for a feeler
gange. If the shoe is tight at the ends, bus

can'’t. fimd. it now, and. a lot.. of the newer "
just. wanted . you 0" know: of our .present
plans. ‘Since we are still in the throes of de- -

'}mr a gﬂp in the mmldle, use.a: ﬁle onla

couple of inches of each end- -of . the. shoe sa -
sbring the .comacting surface. mear-the . centerg"
of the shoe.If the shoe-consacts in the: center, B
but:not.at the ends, don'’t worry abow #: It.j o

wzll wear- i 10 fi.
- Your -best. bet, of course; is to get 4 worn

d/mm refaced, and. then get mew shoes con<
toured 1o fit it, but this isn't. always practical

on @ race, weekend
- (Continued -on Next Page)

SPEAKING OF 'VALVE SEATS

Frank Schiltheis, Jobn ~Timanus, Dave'

Fallaksen, and. others are having a b1t of a

'problem deﬁnmg that . intake port measure-

ment—"not more than 29mm. drameter not
less than 14" from the valve seat and from
the intake manifold face”. For that matter,
the definition- ongrnally proposed here won't
work either. "

. On the later, heads the mtake porr at, the'
- manifold end
29min wide before you get entirely -around - -
" that first bend, and is greater than that

spreads out to more- than

(wider) until you get almost-to the botfom

of: the valve seat, like wrthln 2 quarter inch, .

OI 'S0,

Any better suggestrons’

FROM FIRESTONE

"'Dear M. Cheesran—I have your letter

of Mar, 8 concerning Formula Vee tires and 513

veloping & Formula. Vee tire here in Akron,

we are addmonally workmg on development: .. o
of 2. Formula Vee tire in our. Racing Divi- .

sion, Brentford, England, and from what
they tell us, they ‘should have a Formula Vee

tire ready and ‘back here in’the ‘States; pos-~ .
;sibly in June. - We will keep you posted )

W R. McCrary, Director of’ Racmgv

SUGGESTED_ REVISION' o|=, :
FORMULA VEE RULES
: (Conhnued from' last month)::
K. Lubrication system may be modified as
follows: -~ -

. 1. Any standard VW oil pump whrch can
be fitted without alteration of the crank-
case may. be used. :

a. A modified or substitute pump cover
- incorporating a' single outlet .to an
oil filter may be installed. .

b.The normal outet: passage in the .

pump body may be plugged.

-+ 2, A standard automotive oil filter, of not -

more than. 1 qt. capacity, and a suitable
mounting bracket, may be installed.
- Cooling finis are not perrmtted on any
- component.
a.Only flexible hose, reinforced . with
wire braid, and suitable fittings, may
be used for connecting the filter and
the engine.

. b.All components must be contained

So’ how about specrfymg only‘uhat "The -
_.mtake port'may. not exceed 29mm diametet
at.the manifold matching face, and at and in-
‘cluding the bottom ‘edge of |the valve seat”?

512

1. Fan Belss.-

_ PAQE e

the- rear of :

wrthm e body ‘nes"'uaf
.the ficewall. = o »
_3. An oil sump: extensron may be ﬁnted in -

. provided the extension i§ fot greatet in -
" diameter. than the: strainer -cover: plate,
and the capacity does not: ‘exceed 250

‘¢ (V4 pine). The oil strainer may: be" -

modified, or omitted, and the oil' pump
pickup tube- may be extended mto the
sump- extension. .
4 Any: piston and sprmg rnay be used in
. ‘the pressure “relief valve. - -
L Flywheel - may be: hghtened o not « less
“-than 12 Ths.* - -
M -Any’ standard 180min (7 09”) VW
“iclutch ‘may be- used: - Operating*“method

and components are free, inchiding modi-- .

fication ' of ‘operating shaft and/of arm:-
N. Balancing -of only "the: clutch, ﬁywheel :
cranksha%t connecting tods, pistons, and -
«ceankshaft. pulleyis permm;ed No: more
..material. may: be removed. than is: neces-‘ E
. sary to. achieve balance. : ‘
0. Specifications for valve movement in fe-
lation to crankshaft rotation .(in the Scru-
“tinger's Handbook:for:Formula Vee) -can - -
- be' met -only by :the- use of :stock: VW.
cams bearing . the markings 113 ~109 -

(101C: (Part #113 109 101D: rnc}udes‘.g:

- trmmg gear and above: cam.) -

5 11 EXHAUST: system is free, except thar .

© it must terminate 17 to 3" behmd the
+..rearmost. part of the body.: - :

inside. the perimeter of the frame.”

VW replacement parts. is” allowed.
" These must* be normal: repla ment
- parts and shall not result’in’ -any, unau- -

"component SR
A Fasteriers - (nuis, bolts, screws etc These_'
“ ieed” fiot be metnc) SR

~B. Wrrmg

C. Gaskets and seals Ll
D, Fuel lines and oil pressure lmes and as-
. “sociated: ﬁttxngs . L

E. Spark plugs. -

F. Piston rings.

- G. Wheel bearrngs“. e -
* H. Coninecting fod "beatings and: crankshaft‘

main bearings; of same type and size as
standard VW, 1ncludmg standard under
sizes and. oversizes. - :

J.- Valve "guides, of same drmensrons as
" ‘standard VW, - -
5.14 GENERAL

A. Firewall, roll- bar floos, seat-belts and bar-
ness, fire equipment, mirrors, fuel system,
etc.,,. must also conform to other sections
of the GCR, as required.

B. Painting and/or plating of any exterior
surface is permitted.

C. Specifications in “Scrutineer’s Handbook
for Formula. Vee” (and amendments
thereto) are hereby incorporated into and
made a part of the Formula Vee rules.

" place “of rthe "oil "strainer “cover” plate, -

FUEL™ TANK(S) must” be rnstalled_“- i

The use of the fol10wrng non-srandard-‘~

© ' thorized modrﬁcatlon of any other l
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. . MEMBERS' SOAPBOX"
(Continued- from Precedmg Pagé) .

" (The. followmg is ‘the rest of the letter

from the guy who wanted to add VW
rotary engines to. Formula Vee — if they ré

eyer available.)

. You mean to tell me that Petunia is
dhe orlgmal Petunia_from “eight or so years
ago? . Someday I've got to talk with you.
I've always wanted to get into a discussion
on why older Vees stop winning, even
though, in theory, they shouldt. Somebody
whg has stuck with a Formear since the be-
ginning and has seen everything
. and go should be pretty expert on
Vees are beating him, I heard. somewhere
that Formcars are on the heavy side, but I'm

skeptical of that as I should think that they

would have been built right down to the
limit.

1 heard another mteresr_mg theory How
often does a first rate engine find its  way
into a formcar? Could Van Camp pull the
engine out of his Lynx, drop it into a Form-
car, hop-in, and still make the ARRC? In-

teresting thought! I'm hoping older cars can’

be competitive with enough work—my little
monster will .be an Autodynamxcs MK V
when -it’s finished, . :

- Last November, my chief gopher and 1
" were building a wood mock-up of a Vee I

. had desighed when my mechanic <called up

at about 10:00. PM. and told me thete was
a Vee chassis in the paper for 100 bucks, I
- figured 1 could harrE

" price, so we went over. to this slummy house

and this hete hige mountain man (complete *

with whiskers) . showed us. the thing. It
- seems’ that somebody had brought it to a

) . fellow down in: Tennessee. who sandblasts -
tombstones to- be. blasted, The ‘owner never -

claimed it; so' mointain man saw that the

| engine mounts Were for a VW and bought -
it for use as a dragster. However the project .

bogged since he had no source of parts (he
-didn’t even know about FV!) so he sold it
-to us, (It was quite funny; he kept insisting
that someone in Tennessee had tooled it up

and there was no way we could ‘convince °

se come
vhy later

y build one for that:

him: that the frame was ‘ofie of Ra.y Cald-
wells lide gems.) -« -

After we identified it as-an Autodynmmcs
we put an ad in. Autoweek for- ‘parts and got-
an answer from a speed shop in Mississippi’
who had an almost complete AD MKV kit,
except. for the frame, which the fellow- said
had been.sold to a. ]unk deater from Chxcago‘
We paid $500 for the kit. :

Just when we needed VW parts some-

'body junked 4 ’59 with late model transmis-

sion, almost on our doorstep. . When we-
needed tires; Burt Richmond came up with
nine, in good shape, at ten bucks apiece, and
he threw in an old: crank (which turned out
after magnafluxing and regrinding to be ex-
cellent) .- If our luck continues like. this, my
finances may yet outlast this project . . .
Curt Fredtickson, Chicago, IlL"
If yow luck continues like this you'll be
winming races with tbat ‘BT mill!
I dowbt. that “a” mint condition Formcar

woild be as fast as a Lynx, even with the

same engine and driver—after all, we sat
bolt upright way back there in tboxe days,
with not. only the driver's bead, but his
shonlders as well, sticking out of the cockpit
above the b‘ody lines. I'm not convinced 1hat
any Eormula car can be made very aerody-
namically “clean” with all- those wheels and
suspension: sticking ous and breaking up the
air flow, bus- getting the driver down out of -
the wind has to help a listle. Other than tha,
though, what's the difference. between one
Vee and another? It's ng myth that Formcars
were overweight, by, about 50.1bs. and don’s
ask_me why they weren's made to conform
with ‘the rule! Actually, the mystery. is why

the 1ule wasw's made to conform to the

Formear, since it came before the mle: wefe
made!" :
Yes; Petunia is tbe omgmal Petunia from

eight years ago, minus what has been pruned

away for weight reduction. She now has an
duminum. gas tank, duminum tmdmg army-.
and shock mounts and duminum’ steering
shaft. A number of  non-essentidl frame .
members, including the rear support for the
transmission, have bee nelininated, and 1

doubt that any of the original fr_om suspen-

sionis ‘ssill. there I belteve the flywheel 4s.

. -the only part of the original _engine thas

we're still-using, but ‘the: transmission- (ex-
cept for substizution: of wansporter 3rd gear)
is the same. She's ‘been’ narrowed 3", and

noii the top. of Jobn's helmet isonly. 114"

_above the top. of the engine shroud; diie 16'

relocating ‘the steering aim and pedals and

' substituting a new seat. The roll bar bas been

replaced, of “course, (twice) -and “&- smaller
steering wheel was substituted, but - except
for a lstle trimming and patchmg, the ‘body
panels are still the same: Yep, she's still the’
original- Petuwia, all rzght’ (See pzcmre 9
#79 Veelime,) - -

She hasn't won ‘4 tace for .reveml year.r,"
bus she sometimes stardles the cars whickh do,
and nearly always finishes somewhere in ihe
_ first third of the pack, svill in sight of the
leaders. Considering her 225 1b. driver, and
ber track-tuned- engine, we don't feel tha
she-does too badly; (If we-ges “weight-with
driver”, and. ever -get t/aat “dyno- budlk, we’ll
bave no alihis.) .

: UNCI.ASSYFIED ADS

FOR SALE: Zink, 3 or 4 years old, just
rebuilt. Strong engine, clean, in-great. shape.

* ‘Ttailer available. Dick Poland, 944 Sierra

]éload #7, Concord Cal. 94520 (415) 687-
277

- FOR-SALE: 71 ka w/'72 ka engme _
nevet raced. Tools, driving gear, trailer, Best -
offer. Bob Chlesa, 328 Hartford ‘Ave: SE, .
Des: Moines, Towa 50315 (:515) 282- 6320

FOR SALE: Lynx, spotless, 6 new tires,
72 roll bar, trailer and spares, $2250. Spate -
'65 stock engine, $200.-Complete '63 VW,

$200. M. A. Minnicino, Route T, West State -

Rozd Allegheny, NY. 14706 (716) 575 _
8242
FOR SALE: Mod1ﬁed Formcar 2 engmes,

Amany spares, 71 specs Complete, $1200.

Dale Sawyer, 420 ‘E. Main St Auburn,.
Wash. 98002 - (206) 854 5920° days 939- -
3856 eves,. .. :
Ads in this section are free member or
non-member, if they pertain.to Formula Vee

_and are non-commercial, ‘Lhe.only-intent-ds- -
1o bring wmwanted: Vees- ami loneby would- .-
-be owners. togetber -

Formila Vee -
‘ Iqternatlonal
1347 FAIRMONT AVE: -
EAST WENATCHEE
WASH. 98801
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